Grant Title: SCIENCE OF LEARNING CENTERS

Funding Opportunity Number: PD-07-7278. CFDA Number(s): 47.041, 47.049, 47.050, 47.070, 47.074, 47.075,
47.076, 47.078, 47.079, 47.080.

Agency/Department: National Science Foundation.

Area of Reseach: Large-scale, long-term Centers that create the intellectual, organizational and physical
infrastructure needed for the long-term advancement of Science of Learning research.

Release and Expiration: November 21, 2008, release.
Application Deadline: February 01, 2010. First Monday in February and August, thereafter.

Amount: Estimated Total Program Funding: $3,000,000. Award Ceiling: $250,000. Expected Number of Awards:
15.

Length of Support: N/A
Eligible Applicants: Unrestricted.

Summary: The Science of Learning Centers program (SLC) offers awards for large-scale, long-term Centers that
create the intellectual, organizational and physical infrastructure needed for the long-term advancement of Science of
Learning research. It supports research that harnesses and integrates knowledge across multiple disciplinesto create a
common groundwork of conceptualization, experimentation and explanation that anchor new lines of thinking and
inquiry towards a deeper understanding of learning. The goals of the Science of Learning Centers Program are to
advance the frontiers of all the sciences of learning through integrated research; to connect the research to specific
scientific, technological, educational, and workforce challenges; to enable research communities to capitalize on new
opportunities and discoveries; and to respond to new challenges. The SLC Program construes learning broadly,
including that of animals, humans and machines. The program is open to many possible approaches and topics that
can be brought to examine what learning is, how it is affected, how it works at different levels, how
biologically-derived learning principles can inform artificial systems and vice versa. The Program places high value
on creativity, integration of theoretical and empirical work, innovative models of research and research transfer, and
inventive uses of technology. Science of Learning Centers are built around a unifying research focus and incorporate
adiverse, multidisciplinary environment involving appropriate partnerships with academia, industry, al levels of
education, and other public and private entities. Catalyst awards were made during theinitial years of the program.
Catalyst awards are designed to enable partnership-building and research activities that facilitate interdisciplinary
approaches to questions that require multiple areas of expertise. There are currently no SLC Centers or Catalyst
competitions. However, the Science of Learning Centers Program is currently accepting proposals for Workshops,
Early-concept Grants for Exploratory Research (EAGER), Rapid Response Grants (RAPID), and Supplements to
NSF awards (including those funded by other programs).

Detail I nfor mation: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm summ.jsp?pims id=5567
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